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St Johns Landing
Estates

ST JOHNS LANDING ESTATES ASSOCIATION, INC

Owner Advisory Committee Update

8  As the holiday season and the new year is fast

approaching, we want to share with you what has
happened, what will happen, and what are some
plans down the road since our last February 2008
annual meeting.

What’s happened since our last annual meet-
ing...

e Installed pavers for parking at the Cabana
Club/Amenity Center

o Installed paver pathways at the gates for
Unit #2 and Unit #4

e Hired a new landscaping com-
pany to maintain the areas

e Had a neighborhood social in
June for which we received
positive feedback

¢ Installed window tinting in
the Cabana Club to help reduce
the summer heat

¢  Volunteer Committee developed Pool Rules
and Boat Dock Rules and distributed/posted
as appropriate

e Experienced some damage at the Cabana
Club by Tropical Storm Fay which resulted
in broken tables, a fan, and rising waters
eroded the paver surface around the pool

e (Cabana Club was broken into and some gate
pieces were broken resulting in needed re-
pairs

e Protected our legal rights as it pertains to past
dues, boat ramp issues and pool construction
issues

e Received from the neighborhood volunteer
committee additional documents which they
worked very hard on as follows...

e  Architectural Standards

e Cabana Club/Amenity Center Pool
Rules

e  General Community Guidelines

e Installed electricity and irrigation plumbing
at the Front Entry in preparation for upcom-
ing landscaping design and planting

e Retained a Landscape Design Architect who
has developed a landscape plan for the Front
Entry and is working on other areas to per-

petuate a unified theme throughout the com-
munity as we progress

e Developed a Unique Community Logo that
will be utilized at the Front Entry and other
areas and as deemed appropriate to promote
the image of St. Johns Landing Estates

o  Developed the 2009 Budget and distributed
it to all owners with their 2009 dues mailings

What is Planned For The Most Immediate At-
tention...

Remove any dead trees and generally
clean up the Front Entry and Gate
Areas before the holidays

e  Our new Landscaping pack-
age for the Front Entry will be
installed after the last frost
around April 1, 2009. Originally
we wanted to install the new land-
scaping before the holidays, but
after checking with the plant nurs-
eries it would be hard to guarantee the trees
unless we planted prudently. Since this Land-
scape package for the Front Entry will be a
significant investment, we have agreed it’s
best to wait for a spring planting, along with
ensuring the irrigation and lights are posi-
tioned to meet the needs

e Landscape Plan will be made available for
your review at our annual meeting scheduled
for December 2nd, 2008 at the Cabana Club
for all members in good standing

What is planned down the road...

e Boat/Trailer parking area improvements

More landscaping at Cabana Club and gates

Additional Boat/Trailer Storage possibilities
are being explored

We want to extend special thanks to our com-
mittee volunteers, R.P. Murray, Don Holmes,
Mike Darveau and Lenny and Tiffany McAneny
for all their hard work this past year to address
improving our community.

We look forward to seeing you at the upcom-
ing annual meeting and wish you and yours a
happy holiday season.

Warmest Regards,

Adrian
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Flood Insurance, A Little Understood Fact...

Most of you were told when you bought
your home here in Florida that your house
was not located in a flood plain so you did-
n't need flood insurance.

While true for those of you who are not
in a flood plain, if you watched the news
recently as our area went through Tropical
Storm Fay you may have noticed many ar-
eas flooded that had not previously flooded.

All it takes is a clogged storm drain to

cause you a real problem and its really easy
for the drains to get clogged with debris
from trees, branches and leaves.

Sad part of this is that your standard
homeowners policy does not usually cover
water coming into your house. That in-
cludes the aftermath of a broken window or
a roof failure. Sure your insurance will usu-
ally fix the physical damage but they will
not usually cover the resulting water intru-
sion problems, citing that it was a result of
flooding.

You only have to look at the damage
caused by Hurricane Katrina and the mil-
lions of resulting lawsuits against most in-
surance carriers to understand that they will
do everything in their power to find some
reason to attribute your damage to flooding.

If you look at the average claim statistics
from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency they estimate that 1 in 4 homes run

the risk of flooding and 25 percent of the
national flood claims come from low-to-
medium risk areas. The also say the aver-
age homeowner experiencing a minor flood
will sustain approximately $26,065.59 in
damages, none of which will be covered by
their insurance. In fact they state that floods
are the NUMBER ONE natural disaster in
America!

Is there a solution? You bet, Federal
Flood Insurance! Go to the website
www.floodsmart.gov/prepare to get infor-
mation on this federally-backed program. If
you do not have access to the Internet, their
toll-free number is 1-888-724-6618. You
can also call your insurance agent who
should be able to help you before the next
tropical storm or hurricane hits our area.
Remember, you will have a 30-60 day pe-
riod after you apply before the flood insur-
ance becomes effective.

Lawn & Landscape Irrigation Rules Explained...

From time to time we get complaints from property owners who
state that their lawn has deteriorated because they cannot properly
water their lawn due to water rationing.

To help everyone we’ve found the actual watering rules from the St
Johns River Water Management District. Their website has some of
the best resources available for you on a variety of environmental sub-
jects specifically targeted to living in North Florida and can be found
at: www.sjrwmd.org.

SUMMARY OF THE RULE e\l p2
® Irrigation is prohibited between 10 G 00 ~ | /-? ),
a.m. and 4 p.m. c G \ /‘,
® [rrigation is limited to no more than G =

two days per week, per zone. ¢

® [rrigation limitations apply to water withdrawn

from private wells, surface water and water from public

supply utilities.

®  Water users choose their own irrigation days unless

their local government adopts an ordinance and specifies their irriga-
tion days.

®  Persons irrigating with an automatic lawn irrigation system in-
stalled after May 1991 shall install, maintain and operate a rain sensor
device or switch that overrides the system when adequate rainfall has
occurred.

EXCEPTIONS TO THE RULE

® [rrigation using a micro-irrigation (drip) system is allowed any-
time and is encourage, especially around shrubbery.

® [rrigation of new landscape is allowed at any time of day on any
day for the initial 30 days and every other day for the next 30 days for
a total of one 60-day period, provided that the irrigation is limited to
the minimum amount necessary for establishment.

®  Watering in of chemicals, including insecticides, pesticides, fertil-
izers, fungicides and herbicides when required by law, the manufac-
turer, or best management practices, is allowed anytime within 24
hours of application.

® [rrigation systems can be operated anytime for maintenance and
repair purposes, not to exceed 10 minutes per hour per zone.

Irrigation using a hand-held hose equipped with a spray nozzle
that can be adjusted so water flows only as needed is allowed anytime.
® Discharge of water from a water-to-air air-conditioning unit or
other water-dependent cooling system is not limited.
® The use of water from a reclaimed water system is allowed any-

time. A reclaimed water system includes systems in which the primary
source is reclaimed water, which may or may not be supplemented

- from another source during peak demand periods.

The use of recycled water from wet detention treatment ponds for irri-
gation is allowed anytime provided the ponds are not augmented from
any ground or off-site surface water, or public supply sources.

What if additional lawn and landscape irrigation is needed?

A standard general permit is required to irrigate three days a week.
To obtain a permit, applicants must demonstrate the need to irrigate
three days a week, and submit a $50 application fee.

What are the monetary penalties for breaking the rule?

In areas where no local government ordinance exists, the District
follows up on complaints. Lack of compliance with the rule first re-
sults in a warning and then in monetary penalties. After receiving a
warning, the monetary penalties are:

1st Violation $50.00, 2nd Violation $100.00

Lawns and landscapes generally require less water than is applied.
Sixty-five percent of water sprinkled on lawns during the hottest part
of the day is lost to evaporation. When you water before 10 a.m. or
after 4 p.m., the water can seep into the ground, promoting healthy
plants that establish deep root systems.

The biggest problem SJRWMD Officials say is that users do not
calibrate their zones so that 3/4 to 1-inch of water is applied. They say
it’s easy to do with a simple cup. Let the zone run until the cup has
3/4 to 1-inch of water, write the time it took for the cup to fill to this
point and set that time in your sprinkler system timer. It’s that easy to
ensure your system is calibrated so you lawn get the water it needs.
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Arming yourself with information is the the entire principal due. When the owner
best way to protect yourself from somecan't pay it, the lender forecloses.

commonhome equityscams.
Compare Home Equity Rates

Compare rates from up to 4 lenders for
home equity. Who isn't looking for
ways to get extra cash? Our costs of
living continue to increase while we
look for ways to stretch our pay-
checks. A home equity loan can pro-
vide needed supplementary funds;
but if you choose this route, get a deal
that fits your needs and budget, and
be sure to avoid some common scams.
Equity stripping and flipping

Equity stripping occurs when lend-
ers steal the equity you've built up in your
home. The lender calls a potential borrower
who may need money for bills. The bor-
rower doesn't have enough income to qual-
ify for the home equity loan, but the lender
"helps" him by padding his income. As a
result, he walks away with a loan he can't
afford, and the lender can foreclose when
the homeowner doesn't make payments.
Another method unscrupulous lenders use
is the balloon payment, whereby they offer
to refinance a home with initial monthly
payments lower than the homeowner's cur-
rent ones. The final payment of the loan is

Another scam is called loan flipping,
when the same lender offers multiple refi-
nances. Each time the borrower refinances,
the interest rate increases-and so do the
closing costs and fees. While the
borrower might be
tempted by the extra cash
she receives initially,
she'll end up paying far
more during the term of
the loan.

Be wary if a home im-
provement contractor offers
you "easy" financing for a
project you can't afford. Most contractor
financing is legitimate, but if he rushes you
to sign a document, you could be signing
away your equity for a high interest, high
fee home equity loan.

Look for hidden costs

Another form of abuse is when lenders
add exorbitant hidden fees at closing.
When you're loan shopping, it can be frus-
trating to comparison shop because each
lender may use different terminology for
the same fee. One way to protect yourself
is to ask for a complete listing of all fees
for the lender's proposed loan. While a line

@Questions & Answers

-by-line comparison may not be possible,
look at the totals and ask questions, if one
fee seems much higher than others.

If you're purchasing a home, ask your
real estate agent to provide you with the
HUD Settlement statement before the day
of the closing. Compare the costs to the
estimate of closing costs that your lender
provided. If the costs have increased by
more than 10 percent, ask questions.

Home equity loans can provide many
benefits to consumers when they're handled
by reputable lenders. But as with any type
of consumer fraud or shady business prac-
tice, you should keep yourself informed,
read through all of the paperwork carefully,
and ask questions when something looks
suspicious. This can prevent you from be-
coming the latest home equity scam victim.

For More Information

The FTC works for the consumer to
prevent fraudulent, deceptive, and unfair
business practices in the marketplace and
to provide information to help consumers
spot, stop, and avoid them. To file a com-
plaint or to get free information on con-
sumer issues, visit ftc.gov or call toll-free,
1-877-FTC-HELP (1-877-382-4357. The
FTC enters consumer complaints into the
Consumer Sentinel Network.

Q1:

I was offended when | received a photograph of my

A1t is

not

the Associationods

Bambo

property during one of your inspections. | do not approve
of you taking pictures without my written permission. How
can you do this?

Al: There are no restrictions on taking photographs of people
or buildings on private property from public property. According
to Victoria Park Racing and Recreation Grounds Co Ltd v Taylor
(1937) there is no freedom from view, so people who are photo-
graphed on their property from a public location have no legal
claim if what is captured in the photograph can be seen from the
street. The same applies to photographs taken from private land
when you have permission to take photographs. Inspectors take
photographs to protect not only the management company but
the Association and for use if the problem goes to court. They
also help rectify mistakes that may occasionally occur.

Q2: 1 got a billwhen | received a 3rd Notice, | do not agree
with these fees and wonoét pay

A2: The fees for sending the 3rd notice of Violation by Certified
and First Class mail are required to comply with the Florida stat-
utes. Since you did not respond to either of the two previous
notices or you did not correct the problem, the fee is required
because our management company must send an inspector to
re-inspect your property to begin building a case file for a hear-
ing if the problem is not corrected. These fees are authorized
and must be paid or you can incur additional late fees and inter-
est.

Q3:

and

does
up.

My
she

nei ghboro6s dog
wonodét pick it

these personal property intrusion issues. The city does have
leash laws that prohibit dogs (and cats) from trespassing and or
running loose. If your neighbor continues to ignore your calls for
action, you could try and obtain a court order prohibiting the
neighbor and her dog from trespassing on your property. But try
the non-legal approach first. No need to make this any messier
than it needs to be. Call 630-CITY. They can send you the nec-
essary forms.

Q4: The family living across from me has more than one
family living in their house, | though this was a single
neighborhood?

-family

A4: We get numerous calls from owners reporting this problem.
However, the Association and the Management Company are
not an investigative agency and do not check 1.D.s of people
living in a house. The best place to start is to report this to the
ICRy&tB30-CITY. They do investigate these claims and if an
owner does have more than the allotted number of people living
in the house based upon bedrooms and square footage, they
will issue a citation to the owner to comply with city codes.

Q5: My neighbor is running a commercial business out of
their house that has people coming and going all hours of
the day. Not only is this an annoyance but trying to park
around my house is hard. What can | do?

A5: Sort of along the same lines from the answer above. No
commercial business may be operated out of a residentially-
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http://www.mortgageloan.com/finance-glossary/balloon-payment

2009 Assessment Invoices have been mailed...

As of this newsletter the 2009 Annual Assessment
invoices have been mailed to every owner in St Johns
Landing Estates so if you have not received yours,
please call our management company at (904) 757-
7010 so another invoice can be mailed to you.

Just a quick reminder that we use a Postmark-by
date. This is a little bit different as there is no grace
period associated with using this system. Just like

with your annual IRS tax payments, using this system
helps most owners by ensuring if there is any dispute
about payments or additional collection fees the post-
mark date can provide verifiable proof of when a pay-
ment had been sent.

All payments for the 2009 Annual Assessments
must be Postmarked by Saturday January 31st to
avoid addition late fees and collection costs.

Reserving the Cabana Club/Amenity Center...

Full Amenity members in good standing wanting to reserve the Cabana Club/Amenity Center for special events can
call the clubhouse office at (904) 641-0082 or you can stop by on Thursday afternoon from 5:30 to 7:00 P.M.

Requests should be made at least one week ahead and will require a refundable $100.00 deposit to cover cleaning if
the facility has not been cleaned after your event. In addition, if you would like to use the upstairs covered Veranda area
to sit and watch the river traffic or a sunset, please call Betty Schofield to arrange access to the facility. If she is not there
to take your call, please leave a message and she will return your call as soon as possible. She also asks that you give her
at least 24-hours advance notice.

Reminder, assess and use of this facility is only open to those full amenity members in good standing. All guests
MUST be accompanied by an owner-resident at all times when guests are in this facility.

Quick update on the pool area. The Association is working through its attorney to deal with the defects at the pool.
Until these repairs are made the pool has been closed for the season and will reopen in the Spring. All access to the pool
area is off limits until the repairs are made, so please take this into consideration if you are planning a party during the

holiday season.

St Johns Landing Estates Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 350210
Jacksonville, Fl 32235 -0210

Return Service Requested

MANAGED BY FLORIDA PROPERTY & ASSOCATION MANAGEMENT, INC.

(904) 757-7010



